
Annual
Report
2024/25 



schools‌
participated. 47 

roadshow
participants. 3600 

young people in
tournaments. 1,024 

school teams in
tournaments. 128 

All Hoops4Health roadshows are delivered by our men’s and women’s
Superleague players and staff. 
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The Eagles Central Venue League has expanded again this year with our highest ever demand for
competitive basketball. The league spans twenty-four weekends at the Vertu Motors Arena
across the academic year. 

competing teams
with CVL across the
two leeague. 263 

competiting in
CVL each week. 1400+ 

registered
junior players. 1533 

On behalf of the Eagles Community Foundation, thank you to all of our Board of
Trustees for their commitment this year: Alan Younger, Dave, Forrester, Eric Wilson,

Jeff King, Paul Blake, Dan Cooper, Stephen Savage and Su Cumming 

THANKS TO OUR 
Trustees 

Volunteers are integral to the Foundations delivery, each of our community clubs have various
volunteer opportunities ranging from assistant coaches, team managers, fundraising, washing kits to
administration support. 

Volunteers 159 
Hours donated 17,502 

FOUNDATION Volunteers 



Wellby Figure

Foundation Economic Impact

‘Wellby’ refers to the Wellbeing-Adjusted Life Year (WELLBY), a metric used to measure, value, and
monetise changes in people's happiness or life satisfaction. It is increasingly adopted by
governments, including the UK Treasury, to evaluate the social impact of policies, projects, and
investments. 

Sport England uses WELLBY (Wellbeing-Adjusted life year) to measure the massive financial value
of sport and physical activity, showing it boosts health, happiness, and productivity, preventing
disease and saving public money, with figures reaching over £100 billion annually in social value,
highlighting significant returns on investment in active lifestyles. WELLBY allows for credible
valuation of wellbeing impacts (like better sleep, less depression) beyond just fitness, helping secure
funding and investment for active projects. 

Using the WELLBY formulae within the junior basketball player pathway programme plus enabling
the external Vertu Motors Arena sports clubs the Foundation contributes.

THE FOUNDATION EMPLOYED DURING THE YEAR
170+ MEMBERS OF STAFF
PAYROLL OF £870,334
LOCAL AND NATIONAL SUPPLIERS RECEIVED
£1,000,000 WORTH OF CONTRACTS
ARENA FOOTFALL 300,000 VISITS
20,349 UNIQUE BENEFICIARIES
37.57% WOMEN AND GIRLS
15,505 DELIVERY HOURS
40 FULL ARENA MODE EVENTS INCLUDING FOUR
INTERNATIONAL BASKETBALL GAMES

£10,064,900 SOCIAL & WELLBEING 
VALUE TO THE NORTH EAST

https://www.google.com/search?q=WELLBY+%28Wellbeing-Adjusted+life+year%29&sca_esv=fb6ec2c420ab31bb&rlz=1C1AVFC_en-GBGB832GB832&ei=E09vafyGGLqohbIP4dmr8AU&ved=2ahUKEwj8meHV65mSAxW9T0EAHZXvDM8QgK4QegQIARAB&uact=5&oq=Sport+England+wellby+&gs_lp=&sclient=gws-wiz-serp


On behalf of all Eagles Community Foundation board of trustees, staff and
volunteers it is my privilege to present this report, reflecting on what has
been a productive, inspiring, and impactful 2024–2025 season. ‌Over the
past twelve months the Foundation has continued to maintain the number
of players playing and competing at the Vertu Arena and in the constituent
club sites, consolidating our programme as the largest single basketball
community project in the United Kingdom and one of, if not the largest,
youth community projects in the region. 

We continue to focus on our strategy to grow the number of basketball
clubs we operate, sessions aimed at improving physical fitness, mental
health awareness, and social inclusion. These clubs have proven vital in
addressing isolation and promoting a sense of belonging.‌
Our collaboration with local schools, community groups, and sponsors
has enabled us to broaden our impact and deliver high-quality
programmes. Once again, this year our headline school projects: ‘Hoops
for Health’ and ‘Science of Basketball’ have enabled us to work directly
with almost 100 regional primary schools. I would like to extend my
sincere thanks to all our partners for their continued trust and support.
Financially, the Foundation has remained stable, thanks to careful
management and the generosity of our supporters and funders. 

This stability has allowed us to invest in new initiatives while maintaining‌  
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INTRODUCTION FROM 
Paul Blake 

the quality of our existing programmes.‌ ‌Nonetheless, we remain mindful of the challenges facing the sector and will continue
to seek sustainable funding opportunities to secure our future growth. None of our achievements this season would have been
possible without the dedication of our staff and volunteers. Their passion, professionalism, and commitment are the driving
force behind everything we do. I would also like to acknowledge the Board of Trustees for their guidance and governance
throughout the year.

As we look ahead to the 2025–2026 season, we remain focused on expanding our reach, deepening our impact, and
continuing to serve our community with integrity and purpose. We are excited about the opportunities that lie ahead and are
committed to building on the strong foundations maintained this year.



Eagles Player
Pathway

The ‌Eagles player pathway‌ is structured to be as inclusive as possible with access to:‌

Eagles‌ primary education to learn and to be inspired‌

Eagles‌ Junior clubs to develop and enjoy the sport in structured local sessions‌

Eagles‌ junior league to enjoy a competitive outlet with mentoring for all areas of the

game‌

Eagles‌ academy to have the opportunity to participate nationally‌ ‌

Eagles‌ College Academies to continue development whilst studying‌

Eagles‌ link BCB club to excel in senior national league‌

Eagles‌ senior teams to compete at the highest level in the country 



TOTAL PARTICIPANTS: ‌3,600 

The Hoops 4 Health programme is a healthy living programme delivered to key stage 2 pupils with more than three thousand
pupils across Tyne and Wear and South East Northumberland benefiting across 2024-25.‌  

Funding partners included: 
• North Tyneside Council‌  
• Northumbrian Healthcare Trust Hospital Volunteer Service‌  
• Northumbrian Water 

PRIMARY EDUCATION: ‌TO BE INSPIRED 
Hoops 4 Health 

PROGRAMME OUTLINE 
The programme consists of five stages and this year delivery happened in each of the schools taking part. Every part of the
programme is delivered by either the Newcastle Eagles or Eagles Community Foundation and‌  ‌the following pages will give a
more detailed account of what each stage entails. 

Six tournaments are held for each local authority area

STAGE 3 - TOURNAMENTS 

All tournament winners are invited back to the Vertu Motors Arena to compete for the
ultimate crown;. Champion of Champions

STAGE 5 - CHAMPION OF CHAMPIONS 

Each tournament has a tournament final held at the Vertu Motors Arena

STAGE 4 - FINALS 

STAGE 1 - ROADSHOWS 
An informative afternoon in each of the schools delivering key health related messages

STAGE 2 - COACHING 
Four hours of coaching are delivered per school by community coaches.

FUNDING PARTNERS 



TOURNAMENT FINALS 

SUNDERLAND

 1  Farringdon Academy     2  Barnes Juniorst nd

 3  East Herrington           3  Richard Avenue rd rd

GATESHEAD

1  Kells Lane Primary            2  Fellside Primaryst nd

3  Fellside Primary                3  Kells Lane Primaryrd rd

NEWCASTLE

 1  Gosforth Junior High  2  Gosforth Central Middlest nd

 3  St Albans Primary     3   Our Lady & St Annes Primaryrd rd

NORTHUMBERLAND

1st Ovingham Primary                2  New Delaval Primary nd

3rd Dr Tomlinson CofE Primary    3rd Ovingham Primary

NORTH TYNESIDE

1  Preston Grange Primary    2  Valley Gardens Middlest nd

3  Valley Gardens Middle       3  Marden Bridge Middlerd rd

SOUTH TYNESIDE

1  Stanhope Primary               2  St Bedes RC Primaryst nd

Hoops 4 Health 



Fundraising for the
 Foundation

Fundraising for the
‌Foundation

Donations to the FoundationDonations to the Foundation

A "Ford Activation Day" (specifically titled Drive
4 UR Community) was hosted by Vertu Ford
Newcastle at the Vertu Arena on Saturday, May
24, 2025.  The event was a fundraising initiative
where Vertu Ford Newcastle donated £30 for
every test drive taken to the Eagles Community
Foundation (ECF), which supports grassroots
basketball and youth development. The event
successfully raised over £2,600 for the Eagles
Community Foundation.

North east based networking group Golf in
the City (GITC) put their sporting skills to
good use and raised £16,600 for the Eagles
Community Foundation and Teesside Charity.

This year the two charities benefited from the
event with all funds raised split equally,
ensuring that the proceeds will directly benefit
young people in the North East.

CRAIG THOMPSONFLOOR CO

https://newcastle-eagles.com/foundation
https://newcastle-eagles.com/foundation


Programme‌  

TOTAL NUMBER OF YOUNG
PEOPLE BENEFITING‌  

3107

The STEM: The Science of Basketball programme
has proven to be a valuable initiative, reaching
3,107 young people during the 2024-25 academic
year. The programme successfully intertwines the
worlds of sport and education. 

This innovative programme not only promotes
physical activity but also enhances the
participants' understanding of science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics through the lens of
basketball. 

Notably, the programme has made strides in
inclusivity, with 20% of those benefiting coming
from ethnic minority backgrounds. This diverse
representation is crucial in fostering a more
equitable environment where all young people
can access and benefit from quality STEM
education. 

By engaging students with interactive and
relatable content, the program inspires future
generations to pursue STEM careers, ultimately
contributing to a more diverse and skilled
workforce in our region.

PRIMARY EDUCATION: ‌TO BE INSPIRED 
SUPPORTED BY 



BBC LOOK NORTH VIEWING FIGURES: 
300,000 PER NIGHT‌

  
FACEBOOK: 

9.3K VIDEO VIEWS
8K POST REACH 
161 REACTIONS‌

  
LINKEDIN: 
900 VIEWS 

770 IMPRESSIONS 
60 ENGAGEMENTS 

30 REACTIONS 
25 CLICKS 

Media Coverage 

WATCH THE BBC REPORT ON 

Programme‌  

PRIMARY EDUCATION: ‌TO BE INSPIRED 

https://youtu.be/gVMbHJ0IMr4


In this project we aim to teach the pupils the
importance of not only the engineering elements of;
understanding materials, measuring, design, planning
and construction, but also the sociological elements
of teamwork, effective communication, negotiation
and leadership.

Learning through guided play has been shown to
support in key aspects of children’s learning and
development according to numerous studies, notably
University of Cambridge, 2022.

The students work as a team in their 'business' to
design and draw a basketball court, in line with the
measurements given to them in their information
pack:

how to plan effectively 
how to use their resources 
work as an effective team 

The second part of the task is the construction of the
basketball hoops and basketball shooting mechanism.
The businesses are given a number of starting resources
to use and they are free to design and build. We have
'the shop' where they can purchase additional resources,
as well as trade resources with their fellow businesses. 

Allowing the students to have creative freedom to
design and build is when you truly see them explore
different ideas of how to make the task a success. The
resilience of trying and failing and adapting until they
successfully build the structures has been great to
witness as some teachers and students have explained
that this has helped those who have struggled with
resilience learn that it is okay not to succeed on the first
attempt. We have also had so many unique designs, with
students thinking outside the box so far as to start
building other structures such as seating stands, entrance
tunnels and even moving camera runs! 
 
At the end of the session, each business must present
their models to the rest of the class, they must share
their plan and ideas, what challenges they faced, how
they overcame those challenges, as well as the resources
used, and if there were any additional resources
acquired. This part of the task is invaluable as it gets the
students to publicly speak at a young age, which can be
challenging!

TOTAL NUMBER OF BENEFICIARIES 

776 

PRIMARY EDUCATION: ‌TO BE INSPIRED 

Programme‌  
SUPPORTED BY 



Gateshead 

Cardinal Hornets ‌U6-U18 216 

Whickham Royals ‌U8-U18 189 

Ryton Rockets ‌U10-U18 83 

Newcastle 

Gosforth Goliants ‌U10-U18 227 

Kenton Force U12-U18 131 

East Griffins ‌U10-U18 107 

West Hoopstars ‌U10-U18 159 

Northumberland 

Cramlington Vikings ‌U10-U18 189 

Morpeth ‌U12-U18 72 

Ponteland ‌U10-U16 89 

North Tyneside 

North Shields ‌U10-U18 167 

Tyne Met Tigers ‌U12-14 129 

South Tyneside 

South Tyneside ‌U8-U18 174 

We welcome all youngsters and young adults into the clubs no matter
how much playing experience or exposure to the sport they have
previously had. At each club site the coach(es) will work with the
players to help them improve on their skill levels and get an
understanding of the rules and the game of basketball. The players will
be made aware of the player pathway and the officiating/coaching
opportunities. 

Although players will have the opportunity to have some competitive
play at the club sessions it is important that they also have the
opportunity to play against other clubs at their age group. The Eagles
Central Venue League allows all players to have that competitive outlet
with no need for trials to make the team. Teams are then split into
divisions to make it competitive and ensure the players get the most
out of competing. Being a part of a ‌team encourages players to work
as a team to achieve common goals. It also gives the players the
experience of both winning and losing and how to deal with both
situations.‌  

Like with all sports the volunteers across the club sites are invaluable
to what we do. The volunteers take on a whole list of duties ranging
from coaching to fundraising allowing the head coaches to be able to
just coach the players. The volunteers are made up of junior players,
former players and parents.‌  

The membership has grown again from last year with eleven of the
clubs going beyond 100 members and two clubs with more than 200
members. 

CLUB DEVELOPMENT 
Community Clubs 

The Eagles Community Foundation (ECF) run 13 junior
club sites across Tyne and Wear and South East
Northumberland. The sites provide structured club
sessions for those players that have transitioned from our
school outreach programme.‌  

AGE GROUPS &
MEMBERSHIP 2024-25 

TOTAL JUNIOR CLUBS ‌13 
TOTAL PLAYERS ‌1,933 



Over the past two years, the Eagles Community Foundation has actively worked towards

greater inclusion in keeping with its mission to make basketball accessible to everyone,

regardless of background or ability. The foundation’s ‘Inclusive Basketball’ sessions for adults

with learning disabilities and autism, run in partnership with LD: North East, have been such

a huge success they now run at full capacity.

Building on the success of those sessions, the Foundation was recently approached by the

Percy Hedley Foundation, a North East disability charity supporting individuals with complex

learning disabilities and additional communication needs, to create a new six-week work

placement programme.

With only one in five people with a learning disability currently in employment, the

Foundation recognises the importance of providing real-world opportunities to help break

this stigma and the placements will offer students hands-on experience in a sporting

environment. Candidates apply, attend an interview, tour our facilities, and if successful, join

the Foundation’s team for a weekly placement with roles that will include setting up sessions,

assisting coaches, and even leading parts of sessions where they feel comfortable.

“The students have been incredible, getting involved from day one and it’s been amazing to

see their confidence grow”, said Susan Hunter, Chief Operating Officer of the Eagles

Community Foundation. “We hope to strengthen this partnership further and, where

possible, provide paid employment opportunities in the future.”

Kerry Robinson, Project Manager at Percy Hedley Foundation, added: “The impact of this

partnership has been life-changing.” “One student, passionate about basketball, confidently

led a small group for the first time. Another, struggling with social anxiety, was overjoyed

after attending an interview. “These experiences go beyond work – they empower students

in their everyday lives.”

Creating Inclusive Opportunities with

Percy Hedley Foundation



The Eagles Central Venue League (CVL) is a
development league giving all Eagles club players the
opportunity to play the game competitively. The league
operates a policy that teams are open to all club
members, not determined by players having to attend
any trials. To allow new teams to enter and for the
league to have the ability to expand, it is split into two
blocks across the season. The league continued the
same format as the previous year with:‌  

Saturday: U14's, U16's, U18's 
Sunday: U12s, U10's, U8's 

The Saturday league age groups runs full court 5 v 5
games with a full height basket for both boys and girls
competing. Each game is played with a running clock to
ensure that all fixtures can be played. Each of the teams
have a coach to help support and encourage the players. 

On a Sunday the league changes from U12's full court
to U8's and U10's playing on half courts with the side
hoops lowered to 8ft. Instead of 5v5 this age group
plays 4v4 games.‌  

The Foundation provides an opportunity for people to
gain governing body qualifications in refereeing,
officiating and coaching. This then helps players, parents
and individuals wanting to support the league become
involved and work or volunteer alongside full time
members of the outreach team. This has enabled the
growth in workforce development for basketball in the
region with many people continuing to develop further
in the sport with additional qualifications. 

Those that gain their award are then employed by the
foundation including people as young as 14. Gaining
officiating awards allows people to gain experience and
thus confidence in working across all age groups.‌  

The coaching pathway is really important to us as a
foundation as it ensures that we have a pool of coaches
to be able to deliver in both clubs and across the
outreach programme.‌  

COMPETITION STRUCTURE 
Eagles Central Venue League 

TOTAL NUMBER OF TEAMS
COMPETING ACROSS THE SEASON‌  

263 



PREMIER NORTH DIVISON‌  
Head Coach:‌  ‌Selin Straughan 
Assistant Coach: Rachel Bland 

ELITE PERFORMANCE‌
PATHWAY 
Eagles Academy 
The Academy grew to nine teams competed across 4 age
groups in the 2024/25 season, with the addition of the
NBL u18 Men’s team which consisted of Newcastle
College student-athletes. This allowed the capacity of the
College academy to increase and numbers to swell to 38
for this season. 

The Advanced Development Group (ADG) has now
proved invaluable to recruiting players into the Academy
at under 14 level. The ADG aims to bridge the gap
between recreational basketball and the performance side
by working with 11 and 12 year old players to give them a
glimpse of what is to come as they approach Academy
age. Monthly exposure to performance coaches and off-
court education is designed to prepare them for the
expectations of the Eagles Academy, and players are talent
identified from our Central Venue League clubs.

It was a good year for development for our under 14
squads with two players earning invites to National Teams
(see below). Our under 16s teams made playoff
appearances as did our under 18s, and our under 19s
programme continues to progress with a finals appearance
from the AoC team and our CBL team wracked up a 7-7
record, narrowly missing out on playoffs. 

On the coaching side, performance coach Anth Reed also
received a call to National Teams, representing England
u14 assistant and Great Britain u16 assistant at the 2024
Junior European Champhionships. Development Manager,
Ian MacLeod, represented Great Britain u18s as assistant
coach in his fifth junior European Championships.



The Sport Newcastle Awards night, held at Newcastle Civic Centre, celebrated the
outstanding achievements and bright futures of North East athletes across a variety of
sports. Among the many talented individuals recognised was Francis Ogbolu, a shining
example of the success fostered by the Eagles performance pathway.

Francis, a dedicated basketball player and key figure in the Eagles Community Foundation‘s
development initiatives, was awarded a Rising Star Grant at the prestigious event. This
recognition highlights his exceptional talent and commitment to the sport, as well as his
potential to excel at the national and international levels.

The Rising Star Award comes with a grant, valued at £250, to support young athletes who
are making significant strides in their sporting careers. As part of the Eagles pathway,
Francis has not only developed his skills but has also embodied the values of teamwork,
determination, and community spirit that the Foundation strives to instil in its players.

ELITE PERFORMANCE‌
PATHWAY 
Eagles Academy 

Sport Newcastle Rising Star



National 
Call-ups 
National‌
Call-ups 

SEB WHYTE : ‌ENGLAND U15 BOYS 
Seb had an impressive season with the Eagles u14 boys team.‌

Earning national recognition as one of the most promising‌

players in the country at his age group. 

ROBYN DONNELLY : ‌WALES U16 GIRLS 
Robyn has cemented herself as a regular in the Wales setup.‌  

She has earned multiple international caps‌  ‌behind an impressive‌

season with Eagles u16 Girls.

ANTH REED : ‌ENGLAND U14 BOYS AOC 
Alongside leading our u19 programme, Anth was appointed as‌

both England u14 and Great Britain u16 assistant coach. In his‌

third year with the Eagles programme Anth continues to go‌

from strength to strength 



Special award for services to the FoundationSpecial award for services to the Foundation

Academy female player 
of the year

Academy female player 
of the year

Academy male player 
of the year

Academy male player 
of the year

Grace Rae Harry  Merrifield

End of Season Dinner

F R P Advisory



North east based networking group Golf in the City (GITC) put their sporting skills to good
use and raised £16,600 for the  Eagles Community Foundation  and Teesside Charity. This year
the two charities benefited from the event with all funds raised split equally, ensuring that the
proceeds will directly benefit young people in the North East. 

“‌We were amazed last year at the amount we raised but this year, we have gone at least one
under par. We are thrilled that the Newcastle Eagles Foundation and St Cuthbert’s Hospice
will benefit from our love of the sport” Marc Millar 

“This is now an annual event, and we hope to continue supporting local charities and
fostering a sense of community through our passion for golf.” Jenna Herlingshaw

“‌The GITC committee is thrilled to support the two charities that provide brilliant work in
our local North East community. We are grateful to all the participants, sponsors, and
supporters who contributed to the success of this event” Matthew Brady 

The networking group of over 100 local people provides regular opportunities for golf
enthusiasts to come together, forge connections, and enjoy the camaraderie of the game.
GITC is committed to giving back to the local community through charitable initiatives
combining their love for golf with helping good causes. 

GOLF IN THE CITY PUTTS SHARE OF
£16,600 INTO THE FOUNDATION 

CASE STUDY: CASE STUDY: 

Golf In The City

https://newcastle-eagles.com/foundation


The team from FRP Advisory (formerly WilliamsAli) staged
the third 3x3 Basketball Challenge Tournament in June. The
event increased in the number of companies participating
with 36 professional service companies entering, a jump from
the previous inaugural year. The tournament was a fun and
exciting afternoon with teams taking using all six courts at the
Vertu Motors Arena. The companies players included
beginners to former academy players, all coming together to
support the Foundation. 

Chuck-A-Duck made an appearance, plus the added bonus of
Newcastle Eagles players Chloe Gaynor and Rachel Bland
helping to raise money by the add a minute to your team
from a player bonus option - the power play.‌  

In total an incredible £20,650 was raised on the day to
support the Foundations work. 

FRP ADVISORY RAISES
£20,650 FOR FOUNDATION 

CASE STUDY: CASE STUDY: 

F R P Advisory



Community evening hours along with weekend hours are in heavy demand for the courts, especially with the Foundation
player base growing so rapidly. The arena continues to host Foundation delivery plus local wheelchair basketball, netball
and volleyball clubs with up to 3500 young people per week benefiting from club sport. During the day Newcastle
College as anchor tenant utilises both the courts and classrooms as a base for sport further and higher education
courses. In total more than 350 students have benefited from the arena facilities and an additional 600 with onsite exams
four times a year.‌  

Events within the building have developed with both existing and new clients, a handful of examples are below including
sports, exhibitions, conferences, dinners and parties. Newcastle Eagles men’s and women’s teams our anchor tenant
delivered a successful year on the court with the women reaching the SLB Play-Off Finals at The O2 Arena in London.‌  

Events at 
THE EAGLES COMMUNITY ARENA KNOWN AS ‌VERTU MOTORS ARENA‌
HAS CONTINUED TO GROW ACROSS THE TWELVE-MONTH PERIOD.‌  



EAGLES COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
VERTU MOTORS ARENA
SCOTSWOOD ROAD
NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE NE4 7AF
NEWCASTLE-EAGLES.COM/FOUNDATION

PURPOSE-BUILT COMMUNITY SPORTS
ARENA, EVENTS VENUE AND HOME

FOR THE EAGLES COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION SINCE JANUARY 2019

VERTUMOTORSARENA.COM
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